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AMENDMENTS U™ MARCH 2014

The following amendments to the Constilution of Shree Geeta Bhawan were
unanimously approved at the Extra-ardinary Gengral Meetiog held on Sunday,
9 March 2014 ar 3.00 pm and are immediately effectlve.

Trustees

Delete clause & (b] (i} and replace by “The Trmtess (both Holding and Managing) slall
hold esMive until the next period of election. At the entd of such period the retiring
trustees, subjet to being preperdy nuntinated, tegether wilh ather nominated members,
may oifer temselyes t be re-clocted.

Managping Trustees

Delete canse & (€] {iii) and replace by "Up to four co-apied members may be nominated
bv the Tlotding and Managing Trustees during the teem ol Lheir office. The Managing
Trustees shall appoind, annally such hogorary officers as listed below.

General Meetings

7 (o] add aller “A notice convening any Leneral Meetlng shall wilh the Annual Repoit
and Avcounts” fumless Acoounts have been paxied un the Shree Geeto Bhowen’s webite
wered displenyed within Ure Bhaowun's Notice Bogred}

[ P : RGLW.‘L S E\.&.Lu'
Fatron President Sprretary
R K Sethi Ir ANVerma Rasran Thakur

CONSYTITUTION OF SHREE GEETA BHAWAN RIRMINGHAM
(Charity Number: 258195)

Name
The name of the socicly shall be Shree Geeta Bhawan.

Ohjects
The ohjeets of the Bhawan are the advancement of the Hindu religion and for this
pepose the Bhawan may.

(&) Offer facilities for seligious functions and the performing of all religious rites
comnected with tarths, marmiapes and deaths.

() Arrange lectares and dhiscossiong on Hindu Religion.

(¢} Provide a library of books and periodicals about religious and cultures.

(d) Provide a central place of worship with facilities necessary for performing refigious
ceremonies and to conduet public worship and prayer.

(&) Provide a Ilindu relipious philosophical and cultural centre i the United Kingdom.

(f) Provide a meeting ptace for Hindus of all shades and opinions and for others
interested in Hinduizm.

(2) Provide means for the understanding and discussion of the basic concepts of the

varipus schools of Hindu philosophy and the basic values of the Hindu way of life.

{h} Encourage social educational and conumunity service to the Hindu society,

(i) Generally do all such acts as shall further the active and corporate life of the Bhawan and
may lawfully be done by a body established only for purposes recognise by the law of
England as charitable.

Membership
Members shall be classified as follows:

(a} Ordinary Members:- People of Hindu faith.

(b} Associate Members:- People of non-Hindu denomination but interested in the Hindu
Religion.

(c) Honorary Members:- Distinguished people in any part of the world known for thuir
interest in the Hindu Relipion and cufture.

{d) Life Members:- All persons of Hindu faith who donate a sum of at least £101 to the
Bhawan or such other sum as may frem time be decided upon by the Managing
Trustees,

(e} Patrons:- They may be appointed at the discretion of the Board of Holding Trustees and
Managing Trustees. They shall be the persons who have rendered distinguished servicss to
the Bhavan.

Members
Fvery candidate for membership must be proposed by a member of the Bhawan and
seconded by another,

{(a) An application lor membership must be signed by the applicant.  The election of

mumbers of the Bhawan shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Holding Trustees
and Managing Trustees. The Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustees is under no
obligation to give any reason for the non-approval of the applicant.

(b) When a person has been elected and has paid an annual subscription or a hie

subscription he shall be a member of the Bhawan and shall be deemed to have agrecd
to abide by the rules and regulations of the Bhawan (these rules are printed at the back of
the membership application form),

{c) (1) Board of Holding Trusices and Managing Truslees may by resolulion communicate to the

member in wriling and staling conciscly the grounds for which il proposes to act call wpon
any individual to resign from the Bhawan and if the member does nol so resign within
forty-eight davs after being so called upon (he Boand of Holding Trustecs and Managing,
Trustees may by resolution terminate his‘her membership.
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(i)  Before coming Lo amy decision the Board of Holding Trustées and Managing Frustzes
shall pive the member affected proper facilities for stating his’her ¢ase to them either orally
or in writing as the Trustees may delcrmine.

(i) If the Board of Holding Trustees and Manaping Trustees shall determine that a member’s
conduct has been such that ir should be tepninated with disgrace it may not withatanding
the provisions of clause 4 (ci) terminate histher membership forthwith and such person
shall at no time in the futuce be eligible to vole al mectings or be co-opted or clected to a
post in the: Bhawan,

(dy  The Board of Helding Trustees and Managing Trustees may at any time without stating any
reason refuse W aceept a renewal of the subscription of any member.

(3] Only members who have [ully paid the subseripion fee can be elected or coopted on
to the Board of Holding Trustess and Managing Trustees.

U] No individual member shail take any public action or make any public announcement
in the name of the Bhawan or otherwise do anything dircetly or indirectly to represent
that any proposal action or statement of facts or opinion has the approval of the
Bhawan the Board of Helding Trustees and Managing Trustees alone may make
announcements and publications in the name of the Bhawan.

(g}  Every elected member 1o the Board of 1olding Trusices and Managing Trustees shall take
on the aath in the Temple with Geeta in hand that he/she will honestly work for the benefit
and advancement of the Temple.

= Subscription Fces _ .
fa)  All newly-elected members shall pay atinual subscription as may from time to time be

decided upon by tive Board of Holding Tristess and Managing Trustees.

(b}  The second annual subscrption after election as a member and thereafter renewed
subscription "subject 1o tule 4 (d)" shall become due on 1* January in each year. A
new member's subseriplion paid after 1™ Crctober in any year shall entitte him‘er 1o all
privileges of membership without further payment until 31st December of the
tollowing year.

{¢} A member whose subscription is in arrears on the 31% day of March next after it has
become due shall not be entitled to any of the rghts and privileges of membership.
The names of all members whose subscription remains unpaid on the 31° of March
next afier they have become due shall be removed from membctship.

A(a)(i} Government of the Bhawan
The Bhawan sha!l be managed by the Board of Holding Trusices and Managing Trustees
in the event of any difficulty or the termmartion of the work of the Bhawan pursuant to
Rule 15 (Digsohition) the Holding Trustees on the recommendation of the Manuging
Trustees will take all such steps as they deem necessary (o safeguard the interest of the
Bhawan and its proper functioning.

(i) Preperty of the Bhawan )
All property helonging to the Bhawan shall be vested in the names of not more than five

nor iess than three Tlolding Trustecs for the time being. The Bhawan may purchase or
otherwise acquire and hold property of any pature and may sellleass/mortgage or
otherwise deal with the same as maybe resoived and accepted by the Board of Holding
Tustees and Munagimg Trustees.

(b} Trustees
A Holding Trustee must be a lifc member of the Bhawan. There will not be more than
five and niot less than three Holding Trustees. ) .

(i) The Trustees (both Holding and Managing) shall hold office until the next period of election.
At the end of such period the retiring trustees, subject to being properly nominated, together
with other nominated members, may offer themselves to be re-elected)

PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS

Amendment to the clause Ts]t)_l O page 7 of the constilution passed in the Extra Ordinary
General Meeiing on the 2™ July 1989

To read as:
a)y Onc third members present shall form the quorem at an Executive Committee Meeting.
b} The gquorum as thirty-five members present at a peneral meeting,
AMECNDMEINTS 217 STPTEMBER 2008

By For the purposes of clarification only it is proposed that wherever the words "Executive
Committee" appear these words shall be deleted and instead the words "Managing Trustees" shall
be substituted. The duties, titles of office bearers and all other refercnccs shall remain the same.

{€) For Further clarification, the Trustees who hald in their names on behalf of the charty the property and
assets of the charity shall be described as "Helding Trustees".

idy Paragzaph 6(b)(i} be deleted and the following substituted:

"{1) The Trustees (both Managing and Holding) shall retire alter (wo terms {each lerm is o period of
{wo years). At the sod of sech period the Truslees shall not be eligible for reappointment notil he or
she has remained out of that office for a peeiod of not less than two years. Ta any event, a Trustee
wha was an office bearer shall not be entitled to undertake that same office again.”

{&)Under paragraph 7 subparagraphs (f} (311} to (vii) shall be deleted and the following substituted:
"Any member who is il or out of the country at a time whon he or she wonld sthorwise have
wished to repister 4 vole at 4 pencral mocting may apply {o vols by proxy provided thal they
apply in advance to the electoral board, and the electoral board shall comprize the Managing
‘I'mstees, and having setisfied the Board that they are (a) & member and (b} unable to vote in
prerson for the above reasonos, the electoral board may then grant permission or reject the
application. The decision shall be made in writing to the member concemed and if promission is
granted that member may vote by praxy. The Secretary or person appoinicd by {he clectoral board
tor that purposc shall record in the minoies of the mecting the decision made and the decisions
given, (iv} A proxy rmust be a registerad member of the charity and may ot act as proxy for
more that one membet, (v) The election board shall requite evidence of the authority of any
member registering & proxy vote, (vi} The decision of the etectoral board by majarity shall be
final and hinding.

NOTES:
The current wvalid constiiution of Shree Geeta Bhawan wef 217 September 2008
adopted afler being approved by the general members in the Special/Exiranrdinary
tieneral meeting held on the same day.
-__....—“'..) !
pe i PTE Nt | /
Chairmean President ~ Secretary
R.K. Scthi MLL. Sudera A V. Chandan

Respected meimber,
This constitution has been updated un 215t Septemaber 2008,
IMease note that should there be any additions ur smendments, that are passed ut uny future

Annual General Meeling, these will be printed and given to all members to insert andior
replace into this existing constitution,
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AMernations to Rules

The Rules of the Bhawan may be alterod at a Special General Meeting and at least twenty
cme days notice of any meeting o consider a proposed alternation shall be given ta all
members. The notice shall state the proposed change or changes. Tn order to cffect an
alternation of & rule at least two thirds of the members acmally present and voting at the
mieeting shall vote in favour of the proposed change. No amendment to any proposed
alicration shall be allowed No amendment variation or addition to these rules shall be
valid if it would make objeets of the Bhawan as scl out in clause 2 above cease to be
exclusively chatitable or enable the Bhawan surplus fimds property and assets to be
disposed of under clausc 15 bereol for purposes which are not exclusively
charitable.

Affiliation

The Beard of Folding Trustees and Managing Lrustees may at any ime affiliate to or
accept affiliations on such lerms as it thinks Al from other Hindu organisations ar
(without slating any reason) disaffiliate from or disaffiliate any such other organisation.

By-Rules
The Board of Holding Trustees and Managing ‘Frustees is authorized 1o make hy-rules

for the conduct of the Bhawan which are not invonsistkent with these rules.

Nutices

The accidental omizsion 1 give nutice of & mecling to or the non-receipt of notice of a
meeting by any member shal]l not invalidate any prococdings eor resoludons at any
mecting of the Bhawan or any committee thercaf.

Dissolution

A molion to dissplve the Bhawan may only be made at a Special General Meeting
and to affect dissolution at lcast three-quarniers of the members actually present and
voting at the meeting shall vute in [avour of the disselution. If a motion to dissolve
the Rhawan is carried by the sald majority the Bhawan surplus fimds, property and
assels (if any) shall he disposed of for charitable purposes in connection with the
advancement of the Hindu Religion and particularly for such chaniable purposes in
connection with religion as the members may at the said Geners! Moeting decide or
Tailing any such decizion to a charity connected with religion to be nominated by the
Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustees for the time being 1o the intent that
no member of the Bhawan shall receive any of the said funds, property and assets by
virtue of his/her membershipa.

Amendments

Amendments to the constitution if required can anly b made by two-thirds majority of
the Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Frustees and then the same approved by
the general members at the annual general meeting with twenty eight days notice or at
special general meeting called at twenty one days notice for the same purpose when no
other busmess will be disoussed except the proposed amendrents of constitution
and with at least two thirds majority of the members aclually present in person and
voting at the meeting in fvour of the proposcd change in the constitution.

No amendment, vanation or addition to constitution shall be valid if it would make the
obtects of the Bhawan as set out in clause 2 above cease to be exclusively charitable
or enable the Bhawan surplus fonds, property and assets to be disposed of under
clause 15 hereof for the purpose which are not exclnsively charitgble,

apge &

{ii) The Holding Frustees shall from among themselves appoint an Honotary Secretary 1o the

Holding Trustees.

(itiy A copy of minwies of the Hoelding Trustees signed by the Holding 1Tustees and Secretary

shall be conclusive cvidence of their decision.

{iv) Any vacancy of the Holding Trustees shall be filled by the remaimng Holding Trustees on the

recommendanion and approval of the Board of Holding Trostees and Managing Trustees.

(v) If legal proceedings of any kind are resorted to or defended by the Bhawan the

Holding Trustees shall prosecute or defend such procecdings vn behalf of the Bhawan as
may be necessary with the approval of the Board of Holding Trustees and Maunaging
‘I'Tustees.

(vi) Any Holding Tragtee may be temoved from the office by a resolution passed at a special

meeting of the Holding Trustees by a vote of a majority of the Holding ‘Irustces present
and voting at the meeting either personally or by proxy. Al least fourteen clear dayd notice
of a special meeting to remove a Holding Trustee shall be given 1o all Holding Trustees and
the agenda for the meeting shall state precisely the reasons why the removal is considered
necessary and the 1Iolding Trustee concerned shall be permitted 1w make hisher defence
vrally or in writing, Holding Trustee, if not satisfied by the decizion of the Holding
Trustees, may put histher case before the Special General Mecting of the members whose
decision will be finat.

(vii) The Holding Trustees shall be effectunily indemnifiad by the Mapaging Trustees from and

against any liability costs expenses and payments whatsoever which may he property
incutted or made by them in relation to the trusts of the property and investments of the
Bhawan or in relation to any legal proceedings which only relate dircety to the performance
of thu functions of a Holding Trustee of the Bhawan.

(wiil) Txeept where otherwise provided the Holding Trustees may act as zimple majority of

(c)

1.

(1)
2)
)
)
(5}

(iv)
(v}

those voting al & meeting of the Holding Trustees either personally or by proxy. A
Holding Trustes may appoint another Holding Trustee to be hissher proxy at any meeting of
the Holding Trustees in accordance with the provisions of Rule 7 (f) (if) to (vii) inclosive
relating (o proxies at general meetings.

Managing Trugteps
The Managing Irustees shall be responsible for the managernent of the Bhawan and
ils finances. There shall be up to 19 members who shall consist of the following:

The Holding Trustees (five in sumber),

The Eleeted Managing Trestees (ten}

Up to four co-opted members may be nominated by the Holding and Managing Trustees during
the term of their office. The Managing Trustees shall appoint annually such honorary officers
as listed below.

A President {from armong the 10 elected members of Managing Trusiees)

Two Vice Presidents

A Secretary

A Membership Secretary

A Treasurer who shall be one of the Holding Trustees

Assistant Treasurer who shall not be one of the Holding Trustees

A member of the Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustees may appoint another
member Trustee to be his‘her proxy at any Commities Meeting,

Any vacancy occurring in any elective office may be filled by the Board of Holding
Trusiees and Managing Trnstees bur any Trustee so appointed w il any vacant office shall
retire from office at the conclusion of the current term but shall be eligible for re-election.
No Trustee who receives any pecuiary benefit from the Bhawan or who is a paid servant of
the Bhawan (whether whole or part Gime) shall net be eligible to be elected or co-opted to any
post in the Bhawan,

Page 3
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(&
(i)

(i)

(a)

{1)

{b}

{e)

No member of the Board of Holding Trustees and Manaping Trustees will receive
any kind of reward or remunerstion (e.8. money, goods or Dakshing) for their services to the
{emple,

Finance

All monies payable to the Bhawan shall be received by the Treasurer or such other officer of
such bank as shall be appointed by the Holding Trustees to receive the same. All funds
belonging to the Bhawan shall (unless invested) be deposited in a bank account in the name
of the Bhawan and no sum shall be drawn from this account except by cheque signed by such
pursen or persons a8 the Holding Trusiees shall direct. Every cheque for £50 or more shall be
signed by (he Treusurer and two of the Holding Trusices. Any monmies not required for
immediate use may be invested by the Holding Trustees as herein anthorised on approval of
the Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustzes, ALl cash boxes in the Temple shall be
opened and counted by not less than three Trustecs including one Holding Trustee.

‘The Board of Holding I'rustees and Managing Trustecs shall ensure accounts to be kepi of
the receipts and pavinenis income and cxpenditore assets and labilities of the Bhawan and
shall place before the members of the Bhawan at each Apnual General Meeting financial
stalements following an independeni examination by a qualified accountant subject to the
requirements of the Charitiss Act 1993 and any other relevant legislation. The income and
property of the Bhowan shall be applicd solely towards the firtherance promotion and
execution of the objects of the Bhawan and no portion thereof shall he paid by the way of
dividend bonus or profir to any membux of the Bhawan provided that nothing herein expressed
ur contained shall prevent the payment in pood faith of remmeration or expenses or both to any
offcer or servant of the Bhawan or other pergon ar persons Tor services actually rendered by
hirn/her or them to the Bhawan.

General Meetings
The Annual General Mecting of members of the Bhawan shall be held once in

vvery calendar year between Aupust and October to transact the following
business (except under unavoldable circumstance),

To receive and if approved to adopt the annual report and financial statements to
the end of the preceding financial year.

(i) T'o elect five Ilolding Trustees and ten Managing Trustecs cvery two years.

(iiy  To appoint an independent examiner who shall be a qualified aceountant.

(iii} To deal with any special matter which the Beard of Holding Trustees and
Managing Trustees desires (o bring before the members and to receive and
consider suggestions from the members for consideration by the Board.

A special General Meeting of the Bbhawan may be called at any time by the
Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Truslees and shall be so called within forty-
eight days of the receipt by the Honorary Secretary of a requisition in writing sipned by
not less than thirty-five members stating the purpose for which such meeting is
desired and setting out any resclution which it is desired to propose there at. No
business shall be transacted at such mecting other tham that specialised in the
natice and no amendment to any resolution proposcd at the meeting shall be allowed.
The chairman of the meeting shal! be nominated by the Board of Holding Trustees and
Managing Trustees.

A notice convening any (eneral Meeting shall with the Annual Report and
Avcounls of the Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustees (in the case of the
Annual General Meeting) be sent to 2]l members not less than twenty-eight days in
case of an Anmial General Mecting and fourteen days in the case of an
Extraordinary (feneral Meetng befor: the meeting muay be casi as follows:

Tach fife and ordinary member whose subscription is fully paid up to the date of the
meeting shall have one vote in person or by proxy qualification as noted per
armendment and no more exeept the Chairman who shall have a second or castng
vole in the case of an equality of votes. A notice convening any General Meeting shall

be with the Annual Report and Accounts (Unless Accounts have been posted on the Shree
Geeta Bahwan's Website and displayed within the Bhawan's Notice Board)
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(i}

(ii)

(i)

(iv)
(v)
(v)

(vil)

Any resolution for consideration at amy eneral Meeting must be received by
the Honorary Secretary not less than fifteen days before the date appointed for
the meeting Board of Holding Trustzes and Managing Trustees may direct that any
tesolution which appears 10 them 1o be seandalous or vexations or eontrary to the
provigions of this comstitetion shall not be placed upen any agenda or discussed ai
any General Mecting.

Any member of the Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustees who fails to
attend three consecutive committee meetings of the Doard of Ilolding Trustees
and Managing Trustees without adequate reason zceeptable to the Committee shall be
deemed to have resigned higther membership of the Board.

No member shall, unless the Board of Holding Trustces and Managing Trustees
otherwise determine, be entitled o vote at any Genwral Meciing vither personally ot by
proxy unless all momes presently payable by him to the Rhawan have heen paid subject
ag aforesaid every member shall have one vate.

No objection shall be raised to the qualification of anv voler except at the meeting
or adjourned meeting at which the vote objected to iz given or tendered and every
vote not disallowed at such meeting shall be valid for all purposes. Any such objection
made in due time shall be referred to the chafrman of the meeting whose decision
ghall be final and conclusive.

Anv member who 12111 or out of the country at a ime when he or she would otherwise
have wished to register a vots af a general meeting may apply o vote by proxy provided
that they apply in advance (o the electoral board, and the cleclural boeard shall comprise
the Managinp Trustecs, and having satisfied the Board that they are (2) 2 member and (h)
unshte to voie m purson for the above reasong, the clectoral board many then prand
permission or reject the apphication. The decision shall be made wn writing to the member
concerned and 1F permission 15 granted that member may vote by proxy. The Secretary or
person appolnted by the electoral board for that purpose shall record in the minutes of the
meeting the decision made and the decisions given.

A proxy must be a remstered member of the charity and may nol act as proxy for more
than ome member.

The clection board shall require evidenes of the awthority of any member regisiering a
Proxy vlc.

The decision of the efectoral board by majority shall be final and binding.

M vole given by proxy shall be valid notwithslanding the previous death or

nsanily of the principal or revocation of the proxy or of the authority under which (he
nstrunent of proxy was executed provided (hat no intimation in writing of such death,
msamity or revocaton shall bave been received by the Bhawan at the address of the
Secretary before the commencement of the mesting o adjoumment meeting ot poll at
which the vote is given,

Meetings

The Board of Holding Trustees and Managing Trustees shall meet at regular intervals of
not more than six weeks {oxeept where the ciroumstances make it impracticable or
impossible to do so). Extraordinary mectings of the Board of Holding Trustess and
Managing Trustees may be called out at any time at seven days notice at the discretion of
ATl Trustees. Amy Holding Trustee may by seven days notice o the Trustees Secretary
require a meeting of the [{olding Trustees to be held within the following fourteen days.

Notices of Board of Holding Trusrees and Managing Trustess Meetings
Meeting notice shall when possible be sent at least seven days before the date ol the
meeting,

Ouagrum

I3 members shall form the quorum at & Board of [lolding Trustees and Managing
Trustees combined meeting. And three persons at & Holding Trustees meeting. The
quorum at a General Meeting has thirty five members present.




