Appeal for Building Fund

Shree Geeta Bhawan Mandir (Birmingham) 
Jai Shree Krishna.

We are writing to you to respectfully request your financial support  for the ongoing building project being carried out at the Shree Geeta Bhawan Mandir  at 107 – 117 Heathfield Road, Birmingham, B19 1HL. 
The purpose of the project is to provide improved facilities for the devotees, their children and other users of the Mandir. The dining hall, kitchen and toilet facilities are presently quite outdated and desperately require upgrading in order to be user-friendly. We would like to provide for you and the community decent modern facilities to be able to provide extended services such as affordable marriage ceremonies and other functions in accordance with our religious customs.
Many worshippers feel reluctant to attend the Mandir due to the lack of onsite car parking and suitable facilities as mentioned above. Using the car park across the busy Heathfield road is not only inconvenient and costly for the Mandir in paying rent; it is also potentially unsafe for the elderly and families with young children.
We are pleased to inform you that we have commenced the modernisation of the Mandir to accommodate our needs and those of our future generations. It is envisaged that the completed project will not only entice the younger generation to attend the Temple more frequently and partake in its activities, but will give us the space to be able to provide so much more for their growing needs and nurture their minds with Hinduism at its core.
The new building project will provide the following:

· An improved and larger dining hall facilities to cater for the increased attendances  on Tuesday evenings,  special festivals, Yagya  performances, for small wedding ceremonies and other gatherings,
· On site car parking to include disabled parking spaces, ramped access, handrails and automated power assisted main entrance doors.  This will give ease of access to the entire complex, both internally and externally and will assist members of the congregation who have disabilities,
· New kitchen facilities which will make it easy to comply with current hygiene regulations and health &safety standards,
· Dedicated toilet facilities for disabled persons,
· New offices,
· Lifts to the first floor for elderly and disabled persons,
· Shower facilities and baby changing facilities,
· Shoe racks and shoe areas.
The provision of new larger dining facilities would release existing floor space to enable us to provide extensive community services including Yoga classes, Counselling, Music classes, Drama classes, Hindi Classes, Toddler play, Care for the elderly and Library Facilities for studying scriptures.

Furthermore, the new development will encourage our youth to attend and take part in serving the Mandir.  Unfortunately, due to the current lack of adequate facilities and space, their opportunities to participate are hampered. It is our vision that the younger generation will enhance the community activities of the Mandir and will guide the future development of the Mandir with fresh and innovative ideas.
With the expansion plans, we are also looking to organise the following:

· To hold various religious functions frequently throughout the year
· Lectures and Classes on Hindu scriptures and religious principles 
· A meeting place for all to learn about Hinduism

· Arrange interfaith gatherings to bring wider communities together 
· We later plan to refurbish the guest room and have a meeting room with seating & audio-visual facilities by building an auditorium room for school children on the 1st floor
You may already know that Shree Geeta Bhawan was the first Hindu Mandir in the Midlands, being established since 1967. It has existed for over 50 years and has acted as a long-standing place of worship and social service for Hindus from the local and wider community. This Mandir is well known carrying a long standing legacy with there being no other Hindu Mandir in the near vicinity.  The next closest Mandir is approximately 5 miles away and serves a different part of Birmingham. All the local and national schools bring their children to the Mandir to learn about Hinduism and therefore, we wish to create an outstanding image of our religion and the Mandir.
We are humbly requesting you for support in helping to provide either a one-off donation for the project or help us with a regular donation every month to ensure that this project is achieved. The completion of this project at the Mandir would distinguish Shree Geeta Bhawan nationally and create a long term legacy for the devotees, your children and grand-children. We appeal to you to participate in this noble project by generously donating whatever you can. Your donation will be greatly appreciated and recognised by all as a token of financial selfless service to the Mandir. 
We have recently put in additional arrangements to make it easier to donate. These arrangements are detailed below:
a) The preferred option which minimises our workload is an online donation on our official Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/shreegeetabhawanbirmingham and use the DONATE button to make your donation. During your donation you will be given the option to gift aid your donation. Please choose this option if you are an eligible UK tax payer as it boosts your donation by a further 25% at no cost to you. 
b) You can also donate online via Paypal by visiting the following web address: https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/hub and searching for “Shree Geeta Bhawan”. Once you have donated, if you are an eligible UK tax payer please also visit https://www.paypal.com/donate/giftaid and select the gift aid option as it boosts your donation by a further 25% at no cost to you. 

c) You can donate by bank transfer, cheque, or cash by completing the attached single donation form. Please complete the form and return to the mandir along with your donation. Alternatively if you are doing a bank transfer/counter credit please remember to use your initials and telephone number as reference for traceability purposes. Please also tick the gift aid box if you are an eligible UK tax payer as it boosts your donation by a further 25% at no cost to you.

d) You can set up a regular monthly donation via bank standing order by completing the attached standing order form. Please complete the form and return to the mandir for processing. Please also tick the gift aid box if you are an eligible UK tax payer as it boosts your donation by a further 25% at no cost to you.
Thank you again in anticipation for helping to contribute towards a lasting legacy of Shree Geeta Bhawan Mandir. 
Yours faithfully Shree Geeta Bhawan Committee
Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti Om
